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 Chicago, the third largest city was once 
prosperous with large scale manufacturing 
district and heavy industry.  However as 
other rust belt cities did in late 20th cen-
tury, Chicago had to confront the collapse 
of the economy. Manufacturing workers lost 
their jobs due to the shift and businesses 
moved out from the city seeking for surviv-
al. While many infrastructures from the past 
had been abandoned, my team is seeking a way 
to revitalize the industry in Chicago.  By 
going through rigorous sequence of research, 
my team realized strong possibility on revi-
talizing industry and economy by linking 
higher education institutions and innovative 
industry.

Through this scenario in this specific site, 
I and my team are anticipating to generate 
innovation within Chicago. Machine gains its 
identity when it is assembled and what as-
sembles the machine is network between com-
ponents. By providing network between Higher 
education institution, Innovative Corpora-
tions and startup companies an Innovation 
generating machine will be assembled so that 
the industry in Chicago will be revitalized.

Stanford Research Park which was established 
in 1951 in order to supply funds to the Uni-
versity became one of the innovation leading 
districts in the nation.  With highly talented 
recruitment pool from Stanford University, 
Stanford Research Park was able to attract 
leading innovative corporations and startup 
companies.. Universities will provide highly 
trained/talented individuals to the industries 
while the innovative industry will have an 
interactive relationship with Universities and 
the city of Chicago itself. 

Within the boundary of the Stockyard Corridor 
we developed a scenario where the city may both 
utilize the existing infrastructures and pro-
vide new medium in order to create synergy be-
tween existing and new. Many of the factory 
facilities in this corridor are abandoned or 
being used as storage space. Thus we came up 
with a story where these spaces can be utilized 
for startup companies and design companies 
which will have interactive relationship with 
the corporations and business leaders. By lo-
cating large scale headquarters near to the 
existing lofts, we are projecting more service 
companies, startup companies, design companies, 
commercials, and other related industry will 
move in to the site. 


